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Meanwhile, Ms. Bury was making 
some progress with her students as 
well. She had found a book with 
real-life stories about inventions. 
She had decided to have the class 
read the book together to help them 
see how inventions are created but 
more importantly how those ideas 
can be described in writing. While 
reading the book, Ms. Bury stops 
and asks students to guess what 
might happen with a particular 
invention. Did it succeed or fail? 
When she finishes with the book, 
she asks all the students to work quietly at their desks on writing their proposals. She had provided them 
with a list of questions to answered in their proposals.

Ms. Bury also informs them that tomorrow they will be switching papers with a partner and giving feed-
back on their partner’s idea and written proposal. Immediately Isaac starts to fidget. While everyone else 
is quietly working, he walks up to Ms. Bury and whispers, “Do I have to share my paper with someone 
else? I am afraid it won’t be good enough and everyone will make fun of me.”

Ms. Bury answers, “Oh Isaac, I am sure your idea will be as good as the others. Getting feedback from 
someone else will help you make the project even better. Everyone is going to trade with someone else.”

As he walks back to his desk, Isaac is thinking, “I bet no one will have the whole class laughing at them 
for a stupid idea.”

ASSESS:
1.	 Do you think Ms. Bury’s expectations for her students are reasonable? Why or why not?

2.	 Do you think it is a good idea to have peers give feedback? Provide your reasons.

3.	 How creative do you think we should let children be?
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